Our Lean, Mean Gypsy

Media Course

Travelling Voices is the new

journalism course from Travellers’
Times, and it's helping Gypsies, Roma
and Travellers across Britain to hit
back against the media’s one-sided
portrayals. So if you want to join the

fight, sign up and get the skills!
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WRITE ON: The latest recruits learning media skills with Travellers'

Times at Matlock in Derbyshire.

A PEOPLE that are seen through the

dirty lens of racism will always have a
harder time making it in education and the
workplace, and getting access to proper
healthcare and services. It's a burden we
carry with us every single day of the year.
But we can't shake off the burden without
shaking up the media. We've all got a story
to tell and a point we'd like to make, but
unless we take a stand and get involved, it'll
all be made about us and without us.

This is why Travellers’ Times has
launched its ‘Travelling Voices' project, a
special course in media skills especially
for people from Gypsy and Traveller
backgrounds. Travelling Voices is a crash
course in the basics of journalism, from
dealing with journalists asking awkward

questions, to basic interviewing for
news stories, all the way to making radio
programmes and films.

What makes Travelling Voices different to
other courses is that it's tailor-made by and
for Gypsy and Traveller people. Best of all,
it doesn’t cost a penny to join, and you'll get
help with travel and food expenses while
learning valuable new skills.

Our latest course is running in Matlock
in association with the Derbyshire Gypsy
Liaison Group. Their forthcoming work,
including a new documentary about what
the word ‘Gypsy’ means to us in these
controversial times, can be seen online at
www.travellerstimes.org.uk

This February, Strictly Come Dancing
host Craig Revel-Horwood was taken up on

his casual racism by a fellow broadcaster
when he called Gypsy people “pikeys” live
on air. Host Matthew Wright informed him
that “That'’s like using the ‘n’ word towards
black people and you will have to apologise
for that”, which Revel-Horwood later did.
The tide is turning against anti-Gypsy and
Traveller racism. The more of us that make
our voices heard, the faster it will turn.

To find out when there’s a Travelling
Voices course happening in your area,
contact Julie North at Travellers' Times.
Email julien@ruralmedia.co.uk or call
The Rural Media Company on 01432
344039 and ask for Jules.
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