
The Willows: Dawn's Story
A Rural Media Charity film about one woman's

escape from rural domestic abuse.



C l i e n t :
R u r a l  A c t i o n  D e r b y s h i r e  ( R A D )
w w w . r u r a l a c t i o n d e r b y s h i r e . o r g . u k

T h e  N e e d :
T o  r a i s e  a w a r e n e s s  a b o u t  t h e  c o n c e r n i n g
i n c r e a s e  i n  r u r a l  d o m e s t i c  a b u s e .  T o  e m p o w e r
v i c t i m s  t o  s e e k  h e l p  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  w i t n e s s e s
t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e m .
 
T h e  R e s p o n s e :
A  r e a l - t o - l i f e  d r a m a t i s a t i o n  o f  a  v i c t i m ' s
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  r u r a l  d o m e s t i c  a b u s e  a n d  h o w
t h e y  e s c a p e d  t h e i r  a b u s e r .  C r e a t e d  a s  a  2 0 -
m i n u t e  f i l m  t h a t  c a n  a l s o  b e  v i e w e d  a s  4  x  5 -
m i n u t e  e p i s o d e s  o n l i n e  o r  a s  p a r t  o f  R u r a l
A c t i o n  D e r b y s h i r e ' s  T r a i n i n g  r e s o u r c e s .  

https://www.ruralactionderbyshire.org.uk/


Story:

Dawn, a young farmer's wife, is driving her daughter to school
along a remote Derbyshire lane. Her husband, Peter, waits in
the car while Dawn walks Hattie to the school gate. But when
Dawn’s return is delayed, Peter’s frustration grows and, as the
story unfolds, we get a powerful insight to how trapped she
feels, how unhappy she is and of the wider family dynamic. 

Drawing upon the Captive & Controlled – Domestic Abuse in
Rural Areas report, commissioned by the National Rural Crime
Network, a shocking picture of domestic abuse in rural Britain
is revealed, with hidden victims - isolated and unprotected –
being failed by a system, services and even those around
them.

Rural life can be hard, but it shouldn’t be this hard.

Watch the film here.

https://youtu.be/E6i3gNip3Jk


" T h e  f i l m  w a s  a b s o l u t e l y ,  o v e r w h e l m i n g l y
t r u e  t o  l i f e .  I  s t i l l  c a n ’ t  w a t c h  i t  w i t h o u t
g e t t i n g  e m o t i o n a l .  T h e  a c t o r s ,  t h e
p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  s c r i p t ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  –  w e
w e r e  c o m p l e t e l y  b l o w n  a w a y .  
F r o m  f e e d b a c k  f r o m  a u d i e n c e s ,  w e  k n o w
t h a t  p e o p l e  e x p e r i e n c e  a  s t r o n g  e m o t i o n a l
r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  p i e c e . P e o p l e  s a y  t h a t  i t
m a k e s  t h e m  t h i n k  a b o u t  h o w  d a m a g i n g
e m o t i o n a l  a b u s e  c a n  b e ,  a n d  h o w  c o e r c i o n
a n d  c o n t r o l  c a n  e f f e c t i v e l y  i s o l a t e  p e o p l e ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h e r e
t h e r e  a r e  f e w e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  s e e k
s u p p o r t  o r  e v e n  t o  f l e e .    T h i s  i s  e x a c t l y
w h a t  w e  h o p e d  t o  a c h i e v e .  
T h a n k  y o u ,  R u r a l  M e d i a ,  f o r  b r i n g i n g  o u r
p r o j e c t  t o  l i f e  i n  t h i s  w a y  a n d  g i v i n g  u s
s u c h  a  p o w e r f u l  t o o l  f o r  c a m p a i g n i n g ,
e d u c a t i n g  a n d  c h a l l e n g i n g  a t t i t u d e s . "

B e v e r l e y  P a r k e r
C h i e f  E x e c u t i v e ,  R u r a l  A c t i o n  D e r b y s h i r e

 



A u d i e n c e  R e a c h e d :  

1 0  m i l l i o n +

" T h e  W i l l o w s "  f e a t u r e d  o n
B B C ’ s  C o u n t r y f i l e ,  t h e  U K ' s
m o s t  p o p u l a r  w e e k l y  f a c t u a l
s e r i e s  a n d  p r o m p t e d  a  l a r g e
s e g m e n t  o n  r u r a l  d o m e s t i c
a b u s e .  
C o u n t r y f i l e  h a s  a n  a v e r a g e
a u d i e n c e  o f  6  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e .

A w a r d s :

3  R o y a l  T e l e v i s i o n  S o c i e t y
n o m i n a t i o n s  i n  2 0 2 1  
-  B e s t  W r i t e r
-  B e s t  A c t i n g  P e r f o r m a n c e
-  B e s t  B r e a k t h r o u g h  D i r e c t o r

W i n n e r
-  B e s t  B r e a k t h r o u g h  D i r e c t o r

I n f l u e n c e :

T h e  D o m e s t i c  A b u s e
C o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  E n g l a n d  a n d
W a l e s ,  N i c o l e  J a c o b s ,  h a s
s h o w c a s e d  “ T h e  W i l l o w s ”  a t
n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  l e v e l  t o  r a i s e
t h e  p r o f i l e  o f  r u r a l  d o m e s t i c
a b u s e  t o  g o v e r n m e n t .

https://youtu.be/ISCjp07dgvI


P r o c e s s :
O u r  t e a m  w o r k e d  w i t h  R o y a l  A c t i o n  D e r b y s h i r e
( R A D )  a n d  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  g a t h e r  t e s t i m o n i e s
a n d  s t o r i e s  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a
f i c t i o n a l i s e d  s t o r y  –  t h i s  b o t h  p r o t e c t s  t h o s e  w h o
w e r e  b r a v e  e n o u g h  t o  c o m e  f o r w a r d  a n d  a l l o w s  a
m o r e  f o c u s e d  e m o t i o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e
a u d i e n c e ,  w h i c h  c a n  o f t e n  i n c r e a s e  b o t h  r e a c h  a n d
i m p a c t  f o r  a  f i l m  o f  t h i s  s e n s i t i v e  n a t u r e .  

T h e  w r i t i n g  p r o c e s s  h a p p e n e d  i n  c l o s e
c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  R A D  w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  i n  a n
a u t h e n t i c  a n d  c o m p e l l i n g  f i n a l  p r o d u c t .  O n c e  t h e
f i l m  w a s  p r o d u c e d ,  w e  w o r k e d  c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y  w i t h
R u r a l  A c t i o n  D e r b y s h i r e  o n  a  j o i n t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a n d
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s t r a t e g y  t o  m a x i m i s e  e n g a g e m e n t
a n d  r e a c h  l o c a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  p r e s s .  

" R i g h t  f r o m  t h e  o u t s e t  w e  h a d  c o m p l e t e
c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  c r e a t i v e  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n  t e a m
w h o  w o r k e d  c l o s e l y  w i t h  k e y  p e o p l e  p r o v i d i n g
s u p p o r t  t o  v i c t i m s  i n  D e r b y s h i r e .  T h e y  w e r e
i n c l u s i v e ,  i n s i g h t f u l  a n d  c l e a r l y  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e
b r i e f .  W h a t  e m e r g e d  w a s  a  p o w e r f u l  a n d  c a r e f u l l y
r e s e a r c h e d  s c r i p t  w h i c h  w e  f e l t  w o u l d  r e s o n a t e
w i t h  m a n y  i n  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y
f a r m i n g  w o m e n . "

-  B e v e r l e y  P a r k e r ,  R u r a l  A c t i o n  D e r b y s h i r e
 



Audience feedback:

“Thank you to everyone who made this film. It is a remarkable telling of the
way in which coercive control is exercised and can escalate into violence.”

“The messages are more subtle than the obvious physical violence that is
often used to portray domestic abuse, which is refreshing and a good
springboard for discussion around the subject of coercion and control.”



Contact us:
Rich Matthews, Head of Development
richm@ruralmedia.co.uk / 01432 513720
Packers House, 25 West Street, Hereford, HR4 0BX

Rural Media Charity works with communities, schools, groups and individuals to create issue-driven films,
heritage and digital arts projects that raise awareness, influence change and celebrate rural life.

mailto:enquiries@ruralstudios.co.uk

